


be the work of the NSRP, an organization 
whose presence is usually marked with 
explosions, but the public ties were knot- 
ted in Jacksonville and in St. Augustine, 
where NSRP leaders ^B^Stoner^ and Con-^ 
nje Lymih held almost nightly harangues 
io^ljrge the Klansmen on. Since then, 
however, the state attorney general's of- 
fice and state police have moved in on 
Stoner and Lynch and have made Florida 
seem much less attractive. 

Nashville, like most of Tennessee, pre- 
fers to do its hating under non-Klan 
labels. "Let Freedom Ring," for example, 
does a right smart business, and is sup- 
ported by people who are also high in the 
local John Birch Society and in the right- 
wing portion of the Republican Party. 
Between those three organizations there 
is considerable interlocking. For instance 
in 1966, among officers installed in the 
newly organized Robert Taft Republican 
Women's Club were Mrs. 
first vice president, and Mrs. 

J Prowell, second vice president. The club 
ha& "an estimated 70 members. Mrs. 
Prowell is the wife of the J r .^B^Prowelj 
in whose dental laboratory was at one 
time located the telephone answering 
service for "Let Freedom Ring." Mrs. Por- 
ter is the daughter of X^S-And^n, a 
well known writer of far right philosophy 
and a national director of the John Birch 
Society. Anderson's position is indicated 
by the fact that he has called the Nash- 
ville TENNESSEAN, a moderate-conserva- 
tive paper, "one of the foremost leftist 
papers in the nation." Mrs. Porter is her- 
self a life member of the John Birch So- 
ciety, according to her mother, Mrs. An- 
derson. Charles Taft, the late Senator 
Taft's brother and a liberal Republican, 
immediately repudiated the new club, 
saying his brother would never have 
taken the kind of attitude expressed in 
the "Let Freedom Ring" telephone calls 
or the public positions of the Tom An- 
dersons. This did not seem to deflate the 
ladies. The right-wing Republican move- 
ment in Nashville is, indeed, strong and 
was credited with winning control of the 
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local party in 1966. 

The ladies of the JBS-GOP-LFR hold 
their meetings sometimes in the Green 
Hills branch of Fidelity Federal Savings 
and Loan Association, a far cry, to say 
the least, from the dung-filled fields 
where the KKK burns its crosses. The idea 
of cooperation between one level of so- 
ciety in Nashville, and the other, seems 
just as remote as the bank from the cow 
pasture. 

In all Tennessee, only one report was 
heard of cooperation between the Birch- 
ers and the KKK. A Memphis Klan leader 
was named as in the Conservative Coali- 
tion that contributed to the puBfi?atTon of 
"information" about candidates in the 
August, 1966, election. The contribution 
was made in the name of the White 
Rescue Service. 

The "need" for the Klan in Arkansas, 
as elsewhere, has declined sharply as 
nicer organizations have stepped in to 
take up the labor. The John Birch Society 
has established several chapters of^JACT 
— n Arkansas 
(including the employment of a full-time 
coordinator). It made the standard dis- 
claimers of racism. But it is believed, by 
such astute observers as some of the edi- 
torial staff of the Arkansas GAZETTE, that 
ex-Klansmen moving up in Arkansas' in- 
creasingly affluent society will now gravi- 
tate to these more socially acceptable or- 
ganizations. The John Birch Society, espe- 
cially in the South, bases its appeal to 
people "on the way up," which in this 
region, the most impoverished in the na- 
tion, means something as modest as those 
who can now afford two bedsheets. 

Even more dehydrated in Arkansas is 
the Nation al States Rights Party, which 
has had an almost comic opera existence 
in that state. In 1964, the NSRP held its 
state convention in the home of Thomas . 
I ^B ardin. The handful of delegates had 
hoped" to certify Kennedy Hu rst, as guber- 
natorial candidate. Hurst, who operates a 
grocery store, had said in August that "I 
won't put out no steam until September, 
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but by that time, 111 know which way the 
wind is blowing and 111 really start puff- 
ing." But in September he withdrew. 
That left the NSRP meeting in state con- 
vention without any state candidates. 
Nevertheless, life did not depart alto- 
gether. By mid-1966 the NSRP was being 
heard from again, this time in the person 
of 20, "central Ar- 

kansas organizer," who said he had come 
to the state to "revitalize" the party 
which, he acknowledged, "has fallen into 
disrepair." To let Arkansans know where 
he stood, he immediately denounced the 
late George Lincoln Rockwell, head of the 
Am "He 
says he's anti-Semite," Anspach said, "but 
yet he's had Jewish lawyers. The National 
States Rights Party is the most extreme 
anti-Semite group in the country." In 
such tragi-comic ways do the splinter 
groups of the hateful right operate in 
Arkansas. If one scratches around, one 
may turn up other groups, such as the 
^o^cJPart^in Little Rock, made up of 
conservatives who want to establish a 
third party in the United States. But these 
organizations have virtually no following, 
no standing within the community, no 
resources, no recordable past, and appar- 
ently no future. Arkansas traditionally 
takes its segregation straight, on the 
rocks, without the dilution of organiza- 
tions. .. 

□ □ □ 

When Rockwell, the 

Fuhrer of t^^meri^n“^azi^P?rfy, was 
gunned to death in Arlington, Virginia, 
in 1967, the nation was given some in- 
sight into the trivial structure of this or- 
ganization. On Rockwell's body was the 
entire treasury of the ANP — less than 
$100. Headquarters for the Nazis was a 
beat-up frame house in Arlington. Rock- 
well couldn't even afford to own a wash- 
ing machine, and was patronizing a com- 
mercial washeteria at the time he was 
murdered. The Nazis had always lived 
hand-to-mouth, mooching off wealthy ec- 



their headquarters most of the time, but 
hoping for a change of luck, Rockwell 
toyed with the idea of moving to Dallas. 
Texas, a couple of years ago. 

He claimed to have a large group of 
followers there; police said there were 
fewer than 20. Only half-a-dozen were 
identified; the rest, if they exist, sup- 
ported him with money only. Nazi ac- 
tivity was stepped up in Dallas in Novem- 
ber, 1964, with some accompanying ac- 
tivity in Houston, but it died down in 
both places and did not return until the 
spring of 1966. Rockwell spoke at Rice 
University to one of the "colleges" (350 
heard him; 200 were turned away for lack 
of room) and was challenged by a student 
to a debate. The debate of the anti- 
Rockwellites was handled by the head of 
the Socialist Forum, and it was a bad 
show all the way round. Rockwell said 
on that occasion that there was no con- 
nection between Nazis and the Ku Klux 
Klan. "Our goals are pretty much the 
same, but the Klan is horrified at the 
thought of getting mixed up with us." 

At one time Rockwell kept an attache in 
Houston. He is not believed to have one 
iota of influence in Houston. One slender 
tie was found between the Klan and the 
Nazis. Jerald Wa I rave n, Klan recruiter, 
sent o i^TTffmaSs i d e trying to link THE 
WORKER with the Houston CHRONICLE. 

A Houston radio station, KTRU, paid him 
to appear <onVihe air and the radio sta- 
tion got the check back cancelled by 
Rockwell. 

The Nazis were not exactly welcomed 
to Dallas. Dr^Robefl ^Morris, one of u , 
Dallas' better-known right wing leaders, . 
was stirred to say that the Nazi Party 
"must be working for the Reds" because 
of its activities at race riots. The Nazis -■*' 
tend to confuse an atmosphere that is 
dominated by Birchism with an atmo- 
sphere conducive to Nazism. Dallas, 
which ranks tenth in Birch membership in 
the nation, did not appreciate the confu- 
sion. To the extent that it could do so, the 
Dallas establishment ignored Rockwell. 
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ing a new ordinance making it unlawful of Norborne, Missouri, better known as 

o incite a riot y deprecating any group's the national coordinator for the Minute- 

ethnic origin (he nirkpfprl with th^ ,,c,.^i . 



ethnic origin (he picketed, with the usual 
sign, the building in which the Anti- 
Defamation League is quartered) only a 
handful of curious passersby took notice 
and there Was no arrest. 

The Na.zi Party probably died with 
Rockwell. When he started on his anti- 
Jew, anti-Negro career in the 1950's, he 
got nowhere. Then he adopted the Nazi 
emblems and was such a showman that 
he always got good headlines for his ac- 
tivities, even though at its strongest, the 
party never represented more than three 
dozen persons. It takes a kind of genius 
to attract national attention from that 
size base, and there is nobody left in 
the ANP with talent, much less genius. 
At an anti-draft rally held in Washington 
in October, 1967, five Nazis turned up 
to heckle, and the next day at the peace 
march on the Pentagon, 22 Nazis showed 
up to oppose the peaceniks (a fight de- 
veloped, in which several Nazis were 
beaten up), but despite this — for them — 
"strong" turnout, the Nazi movement is 
clearly declining swiftly. 



• In 1966, the cropped up ... 

in Texas, but with a minimum of success. , and the Connie^ Lynch,,, who was a 
Howard Helms, a 26-year-old Dallas sales ^ ruit P icker before he got the call to the 



men organization and the guiding^pirit 
behind the Patriotic Party, rallied his men 
to look forward to 1972 when they would 
pin their presidential hopes on, he said, 
either Reagan of Thurmond. Patriotic 
Party leaders deny th e re Ts^V close asso- 
ciation with the Birch organization, but 
they acknowledge some overlapping 
membership. They expect to pull mem- 
bers from the Ku Klux Klan and the Con- 
stitution Party. Helms claims that his 
group was responsible for the defeat of 
urban renewal proposals in Fort Worth, 
Corpus Christi, and Denton, Texas, but 
the assault from the right was much wider 
than any one organization. Acting chair- 
man for the Patriotic Party in Texas, 
of Fort Worth, announced 
that it is now gathering intelligence 
information on Communists and their 
sympathizers in the Fort Worth-Dallas 
area. (The Patriotic Party is the "political 
arm" of the Minutemen "resistance.") 

Strangely enough, one of the smallest 
hate groups in America is led by two of 
the most important and persuasive crowd 
manipulators—^J^StgQer^an attorney, 
and the Rev. Connie Lyncr 



representative, was named the six-state 
area chairman for the Party, which he 
said would try to "infiltrate" the Demo- 
cratic and Republican parties to unseat 
their present "communist control," but 
there did not seem to be an overabun- 
dance of infiltrators to rely on. For a 
meeting called by Helms for his followers 
in Texas, Louisiana, Kansas, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, and Arkansas, he announced 
his expectations of 300 to 500 partici- 
pants. Instead, 75 showed up. At the same 
time over the country, other regional 
meetings were reportedly being held, the 
site of the southern regional meeting be- 
ing Montgomery. Undismayed by the slim 
turnout (because he was unaware of it; 
he spoke by leased wire from Washing- 



pulpit. Where they go, fire and pestilence 
follow. The violence of the racial dispute 
in St. Augustine, Florida, did not really 
hit its peak until their arrival on the 
scene. At numerous places in the South 
where the National States Rights Party has 
operated, bombings have occurred, al- 
though FBI investigations have failed to 
show a direct tie between the two. On 
July 17, 1965, two hours after an NSRP 
rally on the courthouse steps in Anniston, 
Alabama, a Negro was shot and killed by 
white nightriders. A white man, who em- 
ployed Stoner as his attorney, was con- 
victed of second degree murder. Stoner, 
the Rev. Lynch and other members of the 
NSRP were in Bogalusa, Louisiana, dur- 
ing its most violent era. In Missouri, ac- 
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(June 20, 1965) several small groups of characteristic of the NSRP which eives 
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businessmen in Wellston and South St. 
Louis have formed an alliance with the 
NSRP t to block further racial advances. 
Some Maryland officials credited the in- 
spirational talks of the Rev. Lynch in Balti- 
more with helping to defeat open hous- 
ing in 1966. Lynch helped stir things up 
in Milwaukee in 1967. 

When Stoner and Lynch zero in on an 
already troubled spot their influence over 
the rabble is without dispute much more 
measurable than any other racist harangu- 
ers in America, including Robert Shelton, 



it special impact. Whereas the Klan fre- 
quently claims to be a law-abiding, con- 
structive fraternity, the NSRP doesn't 
bother trying to persuade anyone that it 
has any such hallmarks. Another source 
of its power is its hatred of the Jew, a 
characteristic that finds a following 
among many lower middle class citizens 
who, like old-time Populists, might be 
willing to strike up a rough alliance with 
the Negro but can never be free of their 
hatred of "the Wall Street-Jewish con- 
spiracy." Although the NSRP advocates 



head of [he United Klans of America. SMi - . N 8 , NSRP ac 

ion is a raihe, soirilless soeakn, 77S. "*??* “ Af,lca ' i,s 



ton is a rather spiritless speaker who quib 
bles around the edge of uttered hatred. 
Rockwell, the late head of the American 
Nazi Party, made many of the same anti- 
mankind statements that are the stock in 
trade of Stoner and Lynch, but Rockwell's 
reputation for clowning undermined his 
intended effect. Stoner and Lynch stand 
high and apart in the pantheon of vio- 
lent racist demagogues today — combining 
the same Marquis de Sade sense of humor 
that one commonly finds among Klans- 
men* with the sincere advocacy of armad 
violence that is more commonly associ- 
ated with the Minutemen. At a meeting 
in Anaheim, California, in 1966, the Rev- 
erend Lynch said, "Hell, yes, I believe in 
violence. If you're not going to defend 
the Constitution it's not worth the paper 
it's written on." In an issue of the WHITE 
^MA R^LjUJDE R, a publication of the'Mary?' 
■land NSRP, readers were advised, "Right • 
now, begin to build up a good private 
arsenal. Many fine surplus military wea- 
pons are available at low cost in the area. 
There should be at least three good wea- ■ 
pons to each white household." 

□ □ □ 

A robust eagerness to bruise and shock 
normal sensibilities is apparently one 



venom 



is reserved for the Jew, whose tool it 
says the Negro is. Its anti-Jewishness ap- 
parently explains in part its gaining pass- 
ing support from some members of the 
business community who ignore the Klan. 

These features of the NSRP enable it 
to operate with the kind of sudden thrust 
that pays off with action where spirits 
are ready to be inflamed. Yet, as we have 
already said, the NSRP seems incapable 
of retaining members. At the height of 
its productively evil labors in Birmingham 
in 1963 and 1964, the NSRP was not be- 
lieved to have more than 150 to 200 
hard-core members. Two hundred per- 
sons attended the NSRP's national politi- 
cal convention in Louisville in 1964. At 
state party conventions, no more than 20 
to 30 ever show up. This reporter's survey 
of hate groups in eleven southern states 
found not one clue to a greater following 
today than in the past. In each state, law- 
men, and the leaders of the ADL and 
other interested groups said they had no 
knowledge of significant NSRP member- 
ship. Most said they knew of no mem- 
bership in their state. 

The question, of course, arises as to 
how the organization supports itself. 
Columnist David Lawrence, in 1963, 
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claims that "indirectly we could swing 
20,000 votes in Georgia", an estimate 
which some calmer observers believe is 
roughly five to ten times too high. The 
NSRP's support of JiTn Johnson must be 
taken on faith. All evidence at the time 
this reporter passed through Arkansas in- 
dicated that the organization was virtu- 
ally moribund. Stoner admitted the NSRP 
had nothing to do with the victory of 
Congressman John Rarick in Louisiana. 

In 1966 the NSRP had four candidates 
running for city commissioner, school 
board, and state legislature in Alabama; 
none won. In Jacksonville, Florida, they 
claimed a candidate who polled 13,600 
votes— 2,500 short of making the run-off 
—in a race for the state legislature. Jack- 
sonville has been one of the NSRP's 
strongholds, from which it operated con- 
veniently in stirring up St. Augustine. 



ported that two Communists were at the 
ySRP headquarters trying to take over. 
The "Communists" were FBI agents. 

In 1964, the NSRP lost these imaginative 
officers— Bowling, Dutton, and half-a- 
dozen others — in a rift growing out of, 
they said, their conviction that Dr. Fields 
had a "defeatist attitude" and "had no 
intention of organizing an actual political 
party capable of winning control of 
America away from the Jews." (Later they 
changed their story, saying they quit the 
NSRP because one of. its leaders had an 
illegal sex life.) They promised, in their 
new organization, the American States 
Rights Party, to take some legislative seats 
in 1966. 

They didn't. In fact, the x ^jpr>eri c a n States 

w hich subsequeml^c^angeS 

its name to ‘‘ * ■ ■ 



Strangely, while Stoner admitted strong ’Merged with thTblSRP^ 6 ^ "Tj 



only a "no comment" response to queries 
about support for Wallace. 

Perhaps because the NSRP's business is 
disseminating abrasive passions, its own 
organization has over the years been worn 
down by internal feuding. The United 



legislature; he lost. He tried to get per- 
mission to set up a booth at the State 
Fair and was turned down. A typical meet- 
ing of the NWAP will bring out, at most, 
15 to 20 people. The NWAP national 
headquarters, in Birmingham consists of 
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sp rmg °f 1958, it changed titles, becom- printing press, set up in a house. Its pub- 

rng the NSRP. Stoner, has been working lication, the WHITE AM ERICAjN. comes 

with the NSRP since then. At that time, out sporadicalfy^or^^oflunds it 
headquarters were in Indiana, but with missed publication for five months run- 
the future of racial unrest beckoning from ning. Needless to say, the NWAP shapes 
Birmingham, Stoner and Fields moved no public opinion except that of its two 
there, in 1960. Two years later the NSRP dozen members. 
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Selma march, does not come off too well 
in the booklet. 
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NWAP marchers were arrested on 
March 20, 1965, in a Montgomery march 
or desecration of the Confederate flat;" 
(the, r armband shows a criss-cross some- 
what similar to the Confederate flag with 
a thunderbolt in the middle). This arrest 
wh, c l7 was blamed on Governor Wallace , 
left them permanently cool to him. Evi- 
dence of their lack of public support 
came with the disclosure by the organiza- 
ions executive committee that the 
HITE AMERICAN had been cancelled 
out of three different printing companies. 

t4nno° r8an,Zati0n eXIStS on ,ess tha " 

4)4,000 a year. 

The National States Rights Party is a 

r ghty /° rCe com P ared to the National 
White Americans Party, yet it too suffers 
from chronic and extreme deficiency of 
funds and from a wavering, sometimes al- 
most skeletal, membership. Politicians or- 
dinarily g,ve its support a wide berth In 

Adm Fa " h ^ K anrl 

and vice-presidential candidates, and put 
. them on the ballot in Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Kentucky, Delaware, Tennessee, and Flori- 
da. That was the high point of its dabbling 
m national politics. Faubus did not at the 
time repudiate the NSRP's nomination, 
though he later called "silly" its position 
regarding the Jew, after which officials of 
the NSRP repudiated him in turn, calling 
him a "part of the old, corrupt, two-party 
system . . ." its showing during the 1960 
campaign is the basis for the NSRP's claim 
to be the largest third party. It polled a 
quarter million votes in 1960, but to claim 
that number it had to add on the Louisi- 



results— which ac- 
counted f° r three-fifths the total — al- 

men(gh ^ W3S 3 se P ar3te ™ve- 

N , s S np C ? th ? n ' as 3 Political force, the 
NSRI has been all but lifeless. Its old 

cindT'r A f dmiral Cr °mmelin, a perennial 

114 non t° r S ° methin S in Alaf3a ma, got 
114 000 votes ,n 1966 in his race for the 

no MCD S o ateS Sen3te - The 114 ' 000 reflects 
no NSRP strength, however, but only 

some of the strength of the right wing, 
which viewed Crommelin as a kind of 
crusty mascot. 

t n A h b0Ut .J7 e I 3r 3g °' Dn Fields ^turned 
° his old ball wick in Birmingham for a 

meeting ,n the Thomas Jefferson Hotel 

who y S L h ° Wed Up ‘ An ou tsider 

at ended the meeting said, "When 

you looked at the people, their position in 
!! . d,sa PPointments written all over 
their faces, you could almost feel sorry 
or them.'' In Alabama, once its kingdom 
of splendid terror, the NSRP now has no 
influence at all, and if not there of all 
P aces, much less than nothing in other 
southern states. But this is speaking on a . 
continuing basis. When racial trouble 
breaks out, the spokesmen for the NSRP 
can be expected to show up and to oper- 
ate effectively. They are masters oif ad 
hoc violence. 

Whrle the Klan has a larger member- 
hip, Stoner believes the National States 
Rights Party has a greater impact. The rea- 
son, he says, is that "the Klan doesn't 

andVll 5 ™ 6mbers L occu Pied. They meet 
and talk. They march around a little. Hell 

that isn't enough. These men get restless! 

They want action. And the NSRP gives it 
to 'em." That's one insider's analysis o! 
the present decline of the KKK. 
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